BEAM 5% reduction
requirements begin

The Beef Exceptional Aid Measure (BEAM)
scheme was introduced as a one-off direct
payment in 2019 to compensate for the drop
off in beef prices during the period September
2018 to May 2019.

The payment rates allowed up to €11,600 per
farm for someone who slaughtered 100 cattle
in the reference period, and who calved 40
suckler cows in 2018. The main requirement to
keep the money paid out in late 2019 was to
reduce organic bovine nitrogen (N) produced
on the farm by 5%, when compared to a base
reference period. Farmers had their reference
base period organic N calculated on what was
produced on farm between July 1, 2018 and
June 30, 2019. Now to comply with the
scheme, farmers must reduce organic N by 5%
during the period July 1, 2020 to June 30,
2021. Effectively, this means a cut in stocking
rate. What farmers must do now is talk to their
advisor and plan ahead what numbers of stock
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A stock reduction will be required for BEAM recipients.
they will have for the next 12 months across
various stock categories — cows, calves,
yearlings, etc., to ensure they reduce by the
required amount.

Failure to comply with the scheme
requirements will mean a claw back of
monies paid in the following years’ direct
payments. While a 5% reduction may seem
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small, it must be remembered that it is the
average figure over 12 months that is
calculated on; therefore, if a farmer waits six
months before he starts to reduce numbers,
then a 10% reduction will be required for
the remainder of the reference period. If

farmers have expanded their numbers during
or after the original reference period (July 1,
2018-June 30, 2019) then they may have a
much higher level of stock reduction to carry
out over the next 12 months.

Teagasc Virtual Beef Week

Teagasc Virtual Beef Week will explore the pressing issues affecting beef farming today.

| i With Covid-19 restrictions
Virtual Beef putting a stop to public

Week 2020 events, Teagasc was

“Duilding a Sustainable irish BesfSecior’ £ cad] to cancel the

planned Beef 2020 day in
Grange.

Instead, a Virtual Beef
Week will be held from July 6 to July 10, with a
different area of focus within the beef sector

each day. On Monday July 6, an insight on how
the Derrypatrick Herd in Grange is run will be
shown.

Michael McManus, who manages the herd, will
discuss how the herd achieves such good
breeding performance using 100% Al. Frank
O’Sullivan (vet) will be on hand with Dr
Bernadette Early to discuss health and welfare in
the suckler herds.

Prof. David Kenny will present on his work on
synchronisation and bull fertility and Dr Orla
Keane will describe how our dosing programmes
may have to change in suckler farms, given the
resistance to some anthelmintics and their
availability in the future.



Calf to beef

On July 7, the focus will be on dairy calf to beef
with updates from Teagasc Grange on the dairy-
calf-to-beef demo herd, along with a tech talk on
implementing best practice from research on farm.
There will be updates throughout the day and into
the evening session about calf health and selecting
good beef genetics, along with updates from the
Green Acres calf-to-beef programme and the Irish
Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) in a live panel
discussion. July 8 will give an overview of where
Ireland stands in relation to the above and discuss
some of the solutions Teagasc research is
developing, such as protected urea, feed additives
to reduce methane emissions, clover, breeding and
simple and effective ways to improve farmland
habitats. Emerging Irish and European policy such
as the Green Deal, Farm to Fork and the EU
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030, all have
environmental sustainability at their core. They
highlight the need for effective methods for
biodiversity conservation, as part of the
development of sustainable production systems,
while also focusing on gaseous emissions and water
quality. On July 9, people will see how store-to-
finish beef farmer John Watchorn, Co. Wexford and
suckler farmer Sean Roddy, Co. Kildare manage
their grassland in practice. In the morning tech talk,
John will provide an overview of his grass-based
beef system and will discuss key ways to build
resilience on your farm, including winter feeding
and grazing management. In the evening there will
be a live panel discussion entitled ‘How my farm
grows more grass?’ facilitated by Aidan Murray.

Finishing things off
On the final day of the Teagasc Virtual Beef
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Issues such as changing policies will be addressed.

Week, we will address the grand challenges
facing the beef sector.

In the morning session, BeefTalk will examine
the key profit drivers in beef finishing, while at
the same time look at the economics of both
suckling and dairy-calf-to-beef systems.

How these incomes are likely to be influenced
by changing markets and policies will also be
addressed.

In the evening Live@Grange will have a panel
of speakers from key industry partners, who
will discuss the current state of play and
potential changes in the wider policy,
sustainability and consumer environment from
the point of view of their impacts on the Irish
beef farming sector.

For more details on what will be discussed on
each of the five days of the Teagasc Virtual
Beef Week check out:
www.teagasc.ie/virtualbeefweek.
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Heat synchronisation and timed Al

Prof. DAVID KENNY reports on these interlinked techniques for suckler herds.

The single largest factor that dictates the duration
of a cow'’s calving interval is the timing of when
normal heat cycles resume after calving. While
good body condition at calving, followed by an
increasing plane of nutrition, has a major positive
influence on shortening the interval between
calving and the start of heat cycles, for excessively
late-calving cows additional measures may be
required in order to tighten up the overall
breeding and subsequent calving season.

Only 20% of calves born annually on Irish suckler
beef herds are bred from Al. In order to address
the issues around the labour requirement for heat
detection, land fragmentation and the part-time
nature of most beef cow herds, there has been
increasing interest in the use of oestrous or heat
synchronisation programmes, which allow the use
of timed Al (TAI).

Pregnancy rates ranged from 50-70% in these
trials, with a very acceptable overall average

Work at heights is dangerous

The risk of a fatality increases by 11 fold when
working at a height. Twenty-five people died
due to a fall from a height on farms in the 10-
year period 2010-2019. Fifteen deaths arose
from a roof fall, with six due to falling
through a skylight. Careful planning is needed
before accessing a height. Controls include
having a secure means of access and that the
work area is both sound and nonslip with
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Heat synchronisation allows for a more compact
calving pattern.

pregnancy rate of 55% achieved to a single-timed
insemination. More importantly, synchronisation
also led to a more condensed calving pattern and
subsequent breeding period on these herds in the
following season. For comprehensive information
on the controlled breeding of both cows and
heifers, as well as on general reproductive
management of suckler cow herds, farmers are
encouraged to contact their local Teagasc advisor
and veterinary surgeon.

edge protection. Skylights and fragile roofs, in
particular, need to be identified and fall
prevention measures such as crawler boards
used. Further information is in the Farm
Safety Risk Assessment document. Teagasc,
the HSA and FBD Insurance have produced a
new edition of Build in Safety, an advisory
booklet for farmers, available at
www.teagasc.ie.

For further information on any issues raised in this newsletter, or to access other
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local Teagasc adviser or see www.teagasc.ie.
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