
October 2025

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) 

and Teagasc Forestry Development Department are hosting 

four free forestry information events in October and November 

2025. These events are FREE and open to all. 

Let’s Talk Trees will include: 

■ Two short presentations from DAFM and Teagasc on: 

1. afforestation grant and premium details; and, 

2. how forestry complements other farm income support 

measures. 

■ A conversation between Minister Michael Healy-Rae and a 

forest owner about their forestry journey. 

■ Individual clinics with professional forestry staff. 
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No need to register; find more details at www.teagasc.ie/forestry.

OCTOBER 2025

Tuesday, 
October 21 

7pm-10.30pm 
Shearwater Hotel, 
Marina Point, 
Dunlo,  
Ballinasloe, 
Co. Galway  
H53 F5P9 

Thursday, 
October 23 

7pm-10.30pm 
Brehon Hotel,  
Muckross Road, 
Poulnamuck, 
Killarney, 
Co. Kerry  
R32 VE24 

Tuesday, 
November 4 

7pm-10.30pm 
Ardboyne Hotel, 
Dublin Road, 
Balreask Old, 
Navan,  
Co. Meath 
C15 C9YA 

Tuesday, 
November 11 

7pm-10.30pm 
Newpark Hotel 
Castlecomer Road, 
Newpark Lower, 
Kilkenny 
R95 KP63 

Supports for tree planting
A reminder of what the Afforestation 
Scheme and Native Tree Area Scheme 
have to offer. 

The current Forestry Programme 2023-2027 

provides many options to consider for 

planting trees on land not previously under 

forest. The 11 forest types offered to 

landowners in the Afforestation Scheme 

provide forestry creation options that will 

suit many objectives and can complement 

other farming enterprises.  

Once an afforestation licence is acquired, 

grants are available for the establishment 

and maintenance of a new forest: up to 

€8,555/ha, with additional funding for

fencing. Both farmers and non-farmers

can apply. In addition to the

establishment and maintenance grants,

an annual tax-free forestry premium is

available to the applicant, ranging from

€746 to €1,142/ha/year (for 20 years

for farmers).

The Native Tree Area Scheme (NTAS) offers 

the opportunity to create a small native 

woodland of up to one hectare on farmed 

land. The scheme provides scope to plant one 

further hectare if your land adjoins a relevant 

watercourse, with multiple benefits for you, 

including water quality protection and 

enhancements. This scheme will not require 

an afforestation licence but is subject to the 

terms and conditions of the NTAS. The NTAS 

establishment grant is €6,744, with a 

premium of €2,206/ha for 10 years.  

A whole-farm planning approach will help 

you analyse how planting land with trees 

may benefit your overall farm enterprises, 

schemes, and family objectives. There are 

also a number of attractive support schemes 

under the Forestry Programme that help 

manage and optimise the benefits from 

existing forests.

The NTAS funds the 
planting of small 
native tree areas.
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Have you an ash forest?
Have you applied for the Reconstitution 

Ash Dieback Scheme (RADS) 2023-2027 

and the Climate Action Performance 

Payment (CAPP)? 

If you own an ash forest that was planted 

with a grant from the DAFM and have not yet 

joined a reconstitution scheme, you can still 

apply for the RADS 2023-2027. This scheme 

provides support for forest owners impacted 

by the disease and covers both site clearance 

and replanting operations. 

Site clearance involves the clearance of 

affected ash trees, and associated operations 

to prepare and present the site for replanting. 

Reconstitution involves the replacement of 

the ash trees with alternative species. There 

are a range of forest type options available 

for replanting, including native forests, 

agroforestry, continuous cover forestry, and 

mixed high forests. 

Under the scheme, grant support is paid to 

eligible applicants in three instalments: 

■ application for the Site Clearance Grant: 

€2,000/ha; 

■ application for the first Instalment Grant 

following the reconstitution of the treated 

area (75% of reconstitution grant); and, 

■ application for the second Instalment 

Grant four years after the site is 

successfully reconstituted (25% of 

reconstitution grant). 

Support for site reconstitution varies 

according to the forest type(s) selected – and 

ranges between €3,858/ha for mixed high 

forests and €8,555/ha for agroforestry. 

If you have not applied under any 

reconstitution scheme for ash dieback yet, 

you should contact a registered forester 

and ask them to make an application on 

your behalf. 

 

Climate Action Performance Payment 
If you have already participated in one of the 

following schemes: 

■ Reconstitution Scheme Ash Dieback 

(2013); 

■ Reconstitution and Underplanting Scheme 

(Ash Dieback) (2020); or, 

■ Interim Reconstitution Scheme for Ash 

Dieback (2023); 

you could be eligible for additional support 

(€5,000/ha) under the CAPP scheme. 

If eligible, you may apply for the first 

instalment of the CAPP additional payment 

through www.agfood.ie. This can be made 

after an applicant receives payment of a 

RADS first Instalment Grant. 

The overall CAPP support rate is €5,000/ha, 

with one payment of €2,500 and two 

payments of €1,250.

The RADS covers site clearance and replanting operations.
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For further information or to access other 
enterprise newsletters, please contact your local 
Teagasc advisor or see www.teagasc.ie.
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The mark of 
responsible forestry
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Establishing a sustainable 
source of native seeds

Launched in April 2025, NATSEED is a one-

year project developing seed sourcing 

strategies for Ireland’s native forestry 

species. The project is led by the National 

Botanic Gardens of Ireland, in collaboration 

with Teagasc and funded by the DAFM. 

Stakeholders include Coillte, None- 

So-Hardy (Forestry) Ltd and Woodlands  

of Ireland, among others. The project 

focuses on high-priority species, such as 

alder, downy birch, silver birch, sessile oak, 

pedunculate oak, and Scots pine, with hazel 

and holly as medium to low priority. 

Drawing on the knowledge of species 

biology, geographical distribution, and 

genetic diversity, the project will develop 

practical seed-sourcing strategies aligned 

with national forestry targets. Alongside 

stakeholder engagement, seed quality tests 

and data collation is ongoing. The final 

output will be a policy document 

summarising seed quality results, seed 

sources, knowledge gaps and recommended 

sourcing strategies for each target species. 

 

Long-term seed storage 
One strand of the project examines the 

impact of long-term 

storage on birch and alder 

seeds. Material from 

Teagasc’s indoor seed 

orchard and from None-

So-Hardy Ltd has been 

stored for between one 

and 15 years. Tests will 

evaluate whether current storage 

conditions are suitable for maintaining 

viability over time. If effective, long-term 

storage could help secure a reliable supply 

of seed to support afforestation efforts.  

 

Meeting afforestation targets 
All target species are included in the DAFM 

Afforestation Scheme 2023-2027, which is 

expected to increase demand for Forest 

Reproductive Materials (FRM). Most years, 

seed availability often exceeds immediate 

demand. Developing effective sourcing and 

storage strategies will allow these peaks in 

seed supply to be harnessed more 

effectively. Through this work, NATSEED 

will equip the forestry sector with a 

framework to meet planting targets while 

safeguarding native genetic diversity.

SAOIRSE O’NEILL, Field Research Technician, Teagasc, DR COLIN 

KELLEHER, Keeper of the National Herbarium, National Botanic Gardens and DR 

DHEERAJ SINGH RATHORE, Tree Improvement Research Officer, Teagasc, discuss the 

new NATSEED project and its potential applications for Ireland’s native tree species. 

NATSEED aims to 
safeguard our native 
genetic diversity.
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