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The unsettled weather conditions of late May/early June delayed 

silage harvesting on many farms, which will likely have had a 

negative impact on silage feed value. There is still an opportunity 

to make high-feed-value silage for ewes through second cuts or 

by baling surplus grass covers. It is important to replace the 

phosphorus (P) and potassium (K) offtakes, especially for higher 

yielding silage cuts. This can be in the form of slurry/farmyard 

manure (FYM) or a chemical fertiliser compound, ensuring that 

you stay within the limits of the farm nutrient management 

plan. From a grazing point of view, allocate the best quality grass 

available on the farm to lambs and thinner ewes where body 

condition score (BCS) needs to be improved before breeding.
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There is still an opportunity to make high-feed-value silage for ewes. 14 weeks
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The aim is to wean lambs at 14 weeks of 

age as a typical lowland lamb’s grass 

requirement is up to around 1.2kg dry 

matter per day at that stage, while grass 

demand for ewes is in decline. Weaning 

facilitates putting lambs on the best 

quality grass available, such as silage 

aftermath or areas that have been 

topped post last grazing to reset grass 

quality. Ewes should be grazed on a low 

grass cover field for two weeks to 

complete the drying off process. Assess 

body condition of ewes after drying off 

and move thinner ones to good quality 

grazing. The remaining ewes can be 

maintained on lesser grass covers such 

as grazing out fields after lambs.

For an estimated 7,000 participants in the 

Sheep Improvement Scheme (SIS), 2025 is 

the year they chose to complete the 

genotyped ram action. The breeding 

season may seem a long way off for 

many, but shopping early gives you a 

better selection of rams to choose from, 

as well as allowing the newly acquired 

ram time to acclimatise to his new 

environment well in advance of mating 

ewes. Ensure that the ram is SIS eligible 

on the day of purchase using the Sheep 

Ireland ram search facility or from the 

sale catalogue. Aside from Scheme 

eligibility, Sheep Ireland €urostar ratings 

provide valuable information on 

predicted performance of progeny. It is 

important as always to thoroughly 

inspect and check all the physical traits 

of any ram prior to purchase.
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Weaning time

Sheep Improvement Scheme ram task

Assess body condition of ewes after drying off.

Sheep Ireland Elite Ram Sale 2025
This annual sale takes place on Saturday, August 23, in Kilkenny Mart. Up to 600 

rams are expected to be on offer and all entries will be five-star on the 

Replacement and/or Terminal Index, as well as being genotyped, DNA parentage 

verified, and SIS eligible.
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BETTER Sheep/Signpost farm walk
A farm walk will take place on Wednesday, July 16, at 7.00pm on the farm of Bernie 

and Michael Forde, Annagh, Corrandulla, Co. Galway (eircode: H91 XP27).

Weaning complete on 
lowland flocks
FRANK CAMPION, Animal & Grassland Research and Innovation 

Centre, Athenry, Co. Galway, outlines the post-weaning grazing 

plan on the BETTER farms.

On the lowland BETTER sheep farms 

weaning has just taken place and the 

grazing plan for the next couple of 

months is taking shape. Lambs will graze 

swards to 5.5-6cm, with ewes, once dried 

off, following behind to clean out 

paddocks to 3.5-4cm. A lot of the farmers 

cut silage in late May/early June so have 

good quality after grass available for the 

lambs at weaning time. Depending on 

flock performance and grass demand 

later in the year, some of the farms are 

setting up a ‘finishing group’ from 

weaning time onwards. Lambs >38kg that 

are not being retained as replacements 

will be offered ~500g/day of concentrates 

until finished/sold. The lighter lambs will 

remain on grass only and as lambs hit 

approximately 38kg weight, they will be 

drafted into the finishing group. 

The lowland flocks are also starting to 

faecal sample lambs and are dosing for 

stomach worms to monitor egg counts. 

Lambs will be dosed once faecal egg 

counts reach 500 eggs per gram or higher. 

Grass growth rates have been good for 

most of the flocks in recent weeks and 

weaning will drop grass demand, so 

careful management will be required to 

maintain grass quality for lambs.

BETTER FARM 
UPDATE

Lambs will graze swards to 5.5-6cm, with ewes, once dried off, following behind to clean out paddocks to 3.5-4cm.
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With children home from school, they are particularly vulnerable to 

dangers on the farm like vehicles, livestock, and slurry pits. Children 

must be supervised at all times when they are on a farm. Teagasc recently 

produced an informative farm safety webinar for children, ‘Stay safe with 

Jessy’, which featured Agrikids. Jessy is the Teagasc farm safety mascot. 

Take time to show this to the young people in your life. Available through 

the QR code here or at: https://surl.li/hnxdzk.

HEALTH AND 
SAFETY

Children farm safety webinar

Update from Athenry

Lambs at the Sheep Research 

Demonstration Farm in Athenry were 

weaned in late June at 14 weeks of age 

(100 days). Lamb performance up to 

weaning averaged 269g/head/day for the 

lambs grazing the grass-only treatments, 

281g/head/day for lambs on the grass plus 

white clover treatments, and 

277g/head/day for lambs on the grass plus 

white clover and plantain treatments. 

There is a bigger difference between the 

treatments this year compared to last, 

which can be explained by the better 

clover and herb contents in the swards 

pre weaning this year. This difference is 

likely to increase further post weaning as 

the clover and herb contents enter their 

most productive period. Grass growth 

rates in Athenry during May and June 

were 54 and 84kg DM/ha/day, respectively. 

We harvested our first cut of silage at the 

end of May. Due to the lower grass growth 

rates, we have had less surplus grass on 

the grazing area this year. As a result, we 

only have approximately 60% of our silage 

requirements conserved to date. Lambs 

received a dose for nematodirus in late 

April. We have been monitoring faecal egg 

counts since mid-May but worm counts 

have remained low to date.

PHILIP CREIGHTON, Animal & Grassland Research and 

Innovation Centre, Teagasc Athenry, Co. Galway, looks at lamb 

performance in Athenry.

Lambs were weaned at 14 weeks of age. 

RESEARCH 
UPDATE
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