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Welcome to the October edition of 

the Teagasc Pig Newsletter. The 

pressure on pig prices continues 

with a further drop of 8 cent per kg 

since last month. This is a worrying development, 

and further pressure has been added by the 

announcement of a new payment system by one 

of the slaughter plants. The new system isn’t 

scheduled to be introduced until November so 

it’s too early to know what sort of impact this will 

have on farm profitability, but it’s creating real 

concern in an already worried sector. There’s 

been a small drop in feed prices, not as much as 

was expected, which only serves to recoup a very 

small fraction (circa. 10%) of the losses incurred 

from the pig price drops.  

 

This month we get an update from Kieran Keane 

on the 2025 grain harvest and what he’s finding 

from the nutrition lab analyses so far.  Neil 

Tirchett reports on a OneWelPig group visit to 

Austria to explore alternative housing systems 

while Peadar Lawlor looks at the role breeding 

genetics may have in reducing the problem of 

tailbiting.  

 

There’s also a piece on the importance of 

pregnancy scanning sows and some key tips to 

make it work well on your farm. 

 

Finally, we’d like to thank all of you who came to 

our 2025 Teagasc Pig Farmers’ Conference this 

month. We had a great turnout both days and the 

feedback has been very positive. The links to the 

proceedings and presentations can be found on 

the back page of the newsletter.  
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Grain Harvest 2025 
 

Kieran Keane, Moorepark Feed Nutrition Lab 
 

With mostly favourable weather conditions in the 

growing season yields for the 2025 harvest were 

quite good in the main. Despite the strong yields, 

early lab results suggest an increase in the crude 

protein levels in wheat and barley this year. 

Higher protein generally reflects improved grain 

nutritional value and can enhance the flexibility 

of feed formulations. The table below shows the 

difference in crude protein in barley and wheat 

since we started testing grains in the Moorepark 

Feed Nutrition lab. 

 

 Average CP % Highest 10% CP Lowest 10% CP 

Year Barley Wheat Barley Wheat Barley Wheat 

2023 9.87 10.5 11.22 11.60 9.21 9.33 

2024 9.48 9.89 11.07 10.96 8.28 8.82 

Early 

2025 

10.14 9.95 11.40 10.53 9.19 9.22 

Table 1: Crude protein results from wet chemistry analysis 

 

The Average CP % column shows the average 

crude protein values across all samples of that 

analysed ingredient within each year. The Highest 

10% CP percentages are the averages of the 

highest 10% of results from each harvest and the 

Lowest 10% CP is the averages across the lowest 

10% of results. 

 

Barley: A Strong Recovery in Protein Levels 

Analysis of the early 2025 barley samples 

indicates that crude protein levels have 

rebounded from the dip observed in 2024. The 

average protein content, at 10.14%, is more than 

0.6% higher than last year’s average and has now 

surpassed the figures recorded in 2023. This 

return to double-digit crude protein levels is 

particularly encouraging, as 10% CP is often 

considered a key benchmark in feed formulation 

for barley. 

As more samples are analysed from a wider 

geographical range, a clearer overall picture will 

emerge. However, early indications suggest that 

the combination of favourable growing 

conditions and possibly more balanced nitrogen 

availability during the season may have 

contributed to the higher protein content. For 

nutritionists and feed compounders, this may 

provide greater flexibility in feed formulation and 

potential cost savings when balancing protein 

sources. 

 

Wheat: Modest Increases but Still Below 2023 

Wheat protein levels are also showing a modest 

improvement over last year, with an early 



 

 

average of 9.95% compared to 9.89% in 2024. 

However, these figures remain below the 10.5% 

average recorded in 2023, which is often the 

target value used in feed formulations. 

Interestingly, the variation between the highest 

and lowest protein results for wheat has 

narrowed this year. This may reflect the smaller 

sample base analysed so far from a limited 

number of growing regions. 

As additional samples become available, it will be 

important to monitor whether this reduced 

variability continues. A narrower range in crude 

protein levels means a more consistent grain 

quality, which simplifies formulation work and 

helps ensure predictable feed performance. 

 

Looking Ahead: Monitoring and Adaptation 

Perhaps the most interesting thing to note on the 

table is that for 2025 samples there is more crude 

protein in barley than in wheat. Generally, wheat 

is considered to have 0.5% more protein than 

barley. While it is too early to draw firm 

conclusions, these results highlight the 

importance of ongoing feed analysis and 

communication with your nutritionist.  

As more samples are analysed, we will have a 

clearer picture of this year’s harvest and how it 

compares regionally. For now, early signs suggest 

strong feed grain quality with slightly improved 

protein content — good news overall for feed 

efficiency. 

Ultimately, ongoing analysis and adaptation of 

this data through fine-tuning formulations, will be 

key to ensuring consistent feed quality and 

support pig performance through the months 

ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exploring Pig Housing Alternatives in Austria 
 

Neil Tirchett, Moorepark 

 
Melissa Cupido and Neil Joseph Tirchett recently 

joined a group visit to Austria as part of the 

OneWelPig Project, which aims to develop and 

evaluate high-welfare pig production systems 

using a One Welfare framework. This visit was 

held from the 29th of September to the 2nd of 

October 2025. 

The study visit brought together representatives 

from University College Dublin (UCD), Animal 

Health Ireland (AHI), the Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM), 

Teagasc, and Irish pig farmers. The group 

explored a range of alternative pig housing 

systems, including outdoor, and improved indoor 

systems, to learn how Austrian farmers manage 

pigs under different conditions while meeting 

welfare and sustainability goals. 

Throughout the visit, participants also had the 

opportunity to observe various farrowing 

systems, many of which were open and designed 

to allow greater freedom of movement for sows 

and piglets. These systems demonstrated 

practical ways to improve animal welfare through 

enhanced housing design and management. 

The visit was guided by Dr. Christine Leeb from 

BOKU University, who provided expert insights 

and translation support to facilitate direct  

 

discussions with local farmers. These exchanges 

offered valuable perspectives on Austria’s 

approach to animal welfare, including their 

recent amendment to the Animal Protection Act, 

which will phase out fully slatted pens for pigs by 

2034. 

 

This visit also provided an excellent opportunity 

to compare current practices at Teagasc 

Moorepark’s Pig Research Facility with those 

observed in Austria. Given the similarities 

between production systems, the visit allowed 

for valuable reflection on housing and 

management approaches that could further 



 

 

enhance welfare and sustainability at Moorepark, 

supporting Teagasc’s ongoing commitment to 

continuous improvement in pig welfare and 

research-based innovation. 

 

In addition to observing housing systems, 

participants discussed marketing schemes for 

high-welfare pork and how Austrian producers 

are aligning their practices with consumer 

expectations and national policies. The key to 

success is a bonus paid to producers for 

producing pig meat in these alternative systems. 

Overall, the trip provided a valuable opportunity 

for knowledge exchange and for gathering 

insights that could inform the future 

development of alternative pig housing systems 

in Ireland, aligning animal welfare, environmental 

responsibility, and economic viability. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Can pig breeding be part of the solution to reduce tailbiting? 
 

Peadar Lawlor, Moorepark 

 

Tail biting in pigs was reported as far back as the 

1950s, and most probably occurred before then. 

Interestingly it occurs in free-range and 

intensively reared pigs although its prevalence 

and severity seem to increase as the level of 

intensification in pig production increases. We 

know that outbreaks are difficult to predict and 

to stop once they occur. We know that it can 

affect pig growth and carcass value and therefore 

reduce profitability. We also know that tail-biting 

has major welfare implications and that 

outbreaks are frankly ‘ugly’ and are stressful for 



 

 

both pig and human alike. We are rightly told that 

the solution is complicated and multifaceted. But 

all of this wisdom has remained virtually 

unchanged during my working life. What the 

industry really needs are solutions to this 

problem. Based on a recent paper it seems that 

at least some of that solution may come through 

pig breeding. 

The work conducted in Belgium was published in 

2024 by Gorssen and colleagues and is available 

here. Although this won’t solve a current tail-

biting outbreak on your unit it points to how 

animal breeders can help in reducing tail biting 

on units in the future through selection for 

resilience traits in pigs. 

Resilience in livestock is defined as “the capacity 

of the animal to be minimally affected by 

disturbances or to rapidly return to the state 

pertained before exposure to a disturbance.” The 

assumption is that disturbances (e.g., feed outage 

events, disease challenge etc.) can affect a group 

of animals so that, for example, the growth of 

some animals are more negatively impacted by 

the disturbance than is the case for other 

individual animals within the group. Deviations in, 

for example, weight for age over time can be 

used as proxies for overall resilience, as more 

resilient animals will more closely track their 

predicted optimal production level (e.g., weight 

for age) and will more quickly recover after a 

challenge. 

The paper showed that deviations in body weight 

over time compared to the predicted growth 

curve for the pigs are promising proxies for a pig’s 

general health, welfare and resilience. The 

resilience traits used in the study were found to 

be moderately heritable and were also 

genetically correlated with tail biting wounds, 

lameness and mortality. These results can now be 

used by pig breeders to select for more resilient 

pigs. The results indicate that doing so will not 

only reduce tail-biting and improve pig health but 

will also have the added benefit of increasing 

uniformity in pig weight in pen groups. 

Genetic companies now have the equipment to 

automatically record intake and pig weight of 

individual pigs within groups as frequently as 

desired. Therefore, they now have the tools at 

their disposal to select for increased resilience 

and therefore to reduce tail-biting, lameness and 

mortality. Doing so should help start to solve one 

of our greatest and ugliest production problems. 

This may well be part of the long-term solution to 

dealing with the issue of tail biting in pigs. 

 

 

https://gsejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12711-024-00919-1
https://gsejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12711-024-00919-1
https://gsejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12711-024-00919-1


 

 

The Importance of Pregnancy Scanning Sows 
 

Ciarán Carroll, Moorepark 

 

Pregnancy scanning is an essential management 

tool on pig farms, playing a key role in improving 

efficiency and productivity. Accurate 

reproductive management is vital for maintaining 

profitability. 

Ultrasound scanning allows farmers to confirm 

pregnancy in sows as early as 21–28 days after 

service. This early detection provides a clear 

picture of breeding performance, enabling 

producers to identify non-pregnant sows quickly. 

By doing so, farmers can rebreed (or replace) 

these animals without delay, reducing the 

number of non-productive or empty days — a 

major cost factor in pig production, estimated at 

€5.65 per day based on current pig and feed 

prices. Early detection also ensures that 

farrowing targets can be met consistently, which 

helps maintain a steady pig output and cash flow. 

In addition to improving reproductive efficiency, 

pregnancy scanning can contribute to better feed 

management. By confirming pregnancies, we can 

adjust feeding regimes to match the sow’s stage 

of gestation, avoiding overfeeding non-pregnant 

sows or underfeeding those that are carrying  

 

litters. This targeted nutrition helps maintain sow 

body condition and supports healthier litters at 

birth. Furthermore, scanning results can highlight 

potential reproductive issues, such as repeat 

breeders or early embryo loss, allowing for timely 

veterinary or management interventions. 

Ultimately, pregnancy scanning is not just a 

diagnostic tool but a cornerstone of modern pig 

herd management. By helping farmers make 

informed breeding decisions and improve 

productivity, it contributes significantly to the 

long-term competitiveness of the farm. 

Top Tips for Pregnancy Scanning 

1. Timing is key: scan sows between 21–28 

days post-service for best accuracy. 



 

 

2. Keep good records: note scanning dates 

and results to track breeding 

performance. 

3. Act quickly: Re-serve empty sows (unless 

they are repeat offenders) as soon as 

possible to reduce empty days. 

4. Feed smart: Adjust nutrition based on 

scanning results to match sow needs. 

5. Seek advice: Contact your Teagasc advisor 

or vet for guidance on technique and 

equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Teagasc Pig Farmers’ Conference 

2025 

 

We had a great turnout at our recent Teagasc Pig 

Farmers’ Conference at Horse & Jockey, Tipperary 

and Farnham Estate, Cavan. Guest Speaker, Vivi 

Aarestrup Moustsen from SEGES Innovation, 

Denmark presented two excellent papers, one on 

future housing options for farrowing sows and 

the other on space and floor type for weaners & 

finishers.  

 

We also had some great papers from our own 

Teagasc PDD team on biosecurity, grower 

performance and feeding the modern lactating 

sow.  

The full list of papers were:  

• Future housing options for lactating sows 

• Feeding the lactating sow: energy 

requirements in 2025 

• Good biosecurity improves performance 

• Weaner & Finishers: Floors & Space 

• Gaining an edge in grower performance 

The proceedings and presentations from the 

conference can be found here. 

 

Sow Crating Infographic 

 

In the September issue of the Teagasc Pig 

Newsletter we printed an article on Future 

Proofing Farrowing Pens. The infographic 

included in the article showed an earlier version 

of the sow crating options. The updated and 

correct version of the Sow Crating Infographic is  

available here.  

 

 

 

https://teagasc.ie/animals/pigs/events/
https://teagasc.ie/animals/pigs/events/
https://teagasc.ie/wp-content/uploads/uploads/media/website/animals/pigs/sow-crating-infographic.pdf
https://teagasc.ie/wp-content/uploads/uploads/media/website/animals/pigs/sow-crating-infographic.pdf
https://teagasc.ie/wp-content/uploads/uploads/media/website/animals/pigs/sow-crating-infographic.pdf

