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Sow cover crops early to reap the benefits. Teagasc mustard

) ) ) cover crop
Sowing date of cover crops is crucial. The more growth that

takes place, the more nitrates will be taken up. Large biomass
production is vital to maximise the benefits of cover crops, and
early sowing is essential to achieve good autumn growth and
subsequent large biomass. Experiments at Teagasc Oak Park to
demonstrate the effects of sowing date on biomass production

experiments.

ceogosc

Acricurture ano Foop DeveLopment AutaoriTy



TEAGASC ADVISORY NEWSLETTER - TILLAGE

showed that there was a linear reduction in
the amount of biomass produced as sowing
date is delayed (Figure 1).

The mustard in the experiment lost 2t
DM/ha for each three-week delay in sowing,
so the clear message is to plant cover

crops as soon as straw is removed to reap
the benefits.

Other benefits from cover crops include
improved soil structure, reduced
compaction, increased water infiltration,
and reduced risk of soil loss in periods of
heavy rainfall.

Biomass on December 12

Total biomass (t/ha DM)

Mustard cover crop

Sowing date M Jul. 30 M Aug. 18 I Sept. 8

FIGURE 1: Biomass after various cover crop sowing dates.

Stubble cultivation

The Nitrates Directive is designed to prevent
pollution of surface waters and groundwater
from agricultural sources, and to protect and
improve water quality.

As part of the Nitrates Directive, tillage
farmers are now required to take measures
to establish green cover as soon as possible
post harvest to prevent the pollution of
waters caused by nitrates.

Shallow cultivation or sowing of a crop/catch
crop must take place within 10 days of the
baling of straw or, where straw is chopped,
within 10 days of harvest. In all
circumstances, shallow cultivation or sowing
of a crop/catch crop must take place within
14 days of harvesting.

Shallow cultivation is not required where
land is destined for winter combinable crops,
which are sown before October 31.

Shallow cultivation is only applicable to
counties: Carlow; Cork; Dublin; Kildare;
Kilkenny; Laois; Louth; Meath; Offaly;

Shallow cultivation must take place within
14 days of harvesting.

Tipperary; Waterford; Westmeath; Wexford;
and, Wicklow. Where shallow cultivation is
required, a minimum of 20% and a maximum
of 25% of cereal land must not be subject to
shallow cultivation after harvest — to provide
a winter foraging habitat for seed-eating
birds and mammals. However, it is allowable
to have less than 20-25% retained stubble

due to winter crops or catch crops.
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Glyphosate label changes

Glyphosate can no longer be used for
harvest management. This applies to all
crops, including oilseed rape. This was one
of the key changes when glyphosate was
reregistered last year.

Summary of main changes

(rates based on 360g/L product):

B pre-harvest application on beans not
allowed in any circumstances;

B use for harvest management of oilseed

rape not allowed - now only to be used
as weed control, same as cereals;

B pre-harvest weed control only allowed
when cereal crop is >BBCH 87 and
grain/seed moisture <30%;

B grassland destruction maximum rate
now 4L/ha, was 6L/ha;

B post planting and pre-crop emergence —
maximum rate now 1.33L; and,

B maximum rate for non-crop areas now
5L/ha, was 6L/ha.

Resistance testing -
grass/broadleaved
weeds

Are weeds still present in your crop at
harvest? This could be a sign of herbicide
resistance. Avail of free herbicide resistance
testing from Oak Park for grass or
broadleaved weeds in tillage crops.

Target fields:

B where weed control is poor after
herbicide use;

B where the same herbicide is used every
year; and,

B where you suspect herbicide resistance.

We will test your weed and let you know
the best herbicide and integrated weed
management strategies to control it.
Tests conducted on suspect resistant

Auvail of free herbicide resistance testing for broadleaved and
grass weeds.

samples have revealed the following:

B >60% of blackgrass and >80% of Italian
ryegrass were ACCase and/or ALS
resistant;

B the first confirmed case of Italian
ryegrass resistant to glyphosate, ACCase,
and ALS herbicides;

B 34% of wild oats were ACCase resistant;

B resistance to ALS herbicides was
confirmed in some meadow grasses;
and,
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B resistance to ALS (e.g., Ally Max, Cameo casasc 4 Weed
Mazx, Pacifica, Broadway) herbicides was C— _.Watch

confirmed in poppy, chickweed, common

field-speedwell, and corn marigold. Are YOU r

weeds

Teagasc initiated a Weed Watch campaign o o

to encourage growers and industry to test h € rb ICI d €

suspected resistant grass or broadleaved resi Sta nt ?

weeds using Oak Park’s free testing service.

This can identify an effective herbicide A 4 TP TESSLINOR Tmsting
know best control options to control

programme to be used in conjunction with your suspect weed (grass or broad-

. leaved) in your tillage crops.
integrated approaches. Good sample

collection is essential for successful testing. For further information,
. . contact your Advisor or
Contact your advisor, or scan the QR code in scan the QR code

the advert (right) using your smartphone.

The Tillage Edge podcast

For all the latest tillage news, the Teagasc tillage E E.
podcast is available on the Teagasc website, Apple 'j
[=]ARRY:

Podcasts, Spotify, or through the QR code here. The nuase tdge

Children farm safety webinar RiFNky:#NN»)

With children home from school, they are particularly vulnerable to SAFETY
dangers on the farm, like vehicles, livestock, and slurry pits. Children
must be supervised at all times when they are on a farm. Teagasc
recently produced an informative farm safety webinar for children,
‘Stay safe with Jessy’, which featured Agrikids. Jessy is the Teagasc farm
safety mascot. Take time to show this to the young people in your life.
Available through the QR code here or at: https://surl.li/hnxdzk.
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