
DAFM staff will issue a permit to allow your animals  
to be removed by a haulier. The haulier will contact  
you to arrange removal and DAFM will pay for the  
cost of the haulage.   

Use DAFM-approved disinfectant to ensure any trace 
of TB is properly removed from your farm. Disinfection 
is important to reduce disease risk and to receive 
your compensation payment. You can find the list of 
approved disinfectant in the Biosecurity, Awareness 
and Communications section of the Ireland’s Bovine 
Tuberculosis Programme website www.bovinetb.ie. 

What to know when 
bovine tuberculosis 
(bTB) is found in  
your herd

DAFM will provide you with a list of approved 
independent valuers. The valuation can be appealed 
by you or DAFM, and a second valuer will be chosen. 
To accept valuation, a form needs to be filled out 
and submitted. You can do this online through your 
myagfood.ie account.   

For reactor animal valuation

For reactor animal  removal 

After reactor animal removal 

Further testing and  
de-restriction

If you have three or more reactors, it is likely that more 
animals will need to be tested using the Gamma blood 
test. A department Veterinary Inspector (VI) will visit 
your farm to advise you on biosecurity measures and 
reducing TB risk. If you have two or less reactors, your 
VI may contact you to review your TB breakdown and/or 
technical staff will contact you about the removal  
of reactors.

What level of outbreak  
are you experiencing?
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Testing programmes depend on whether you are 
experiencing a high-risk or low-risk TB outbreak. A  
high-risk breakdown will involve neighbour testing,  
while low risk breakdowns are dependent on local 
factors. For your farm to be de-restricted, your herd must 
have 2 successive clear tests, these will be administered 
at 60-day intervals (starting from the date reactors are 
removed from your premises). A letter from DAFM will  
let you know when your herd has been de-restricted. This document is for information purposes only and is not a legal document. 

It should be read with the Compensation Booklet. Information is accurate as of 20/2/26. 
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Do not medicate any of the animals, except on 
veterinary advice. Isolate the reactors from the rest  
of the herd to prevent TB spreading to more animals. 

STEP 1STEP 1

Positive reactors are  
detected and tagged 

You will need to record and dispose of any milk  
collected from the reactors. This is to avoid  
contaminated milk from entering the human food chain. 
Keep these records as you may need to submit them  
to DAFM. Do not drink or feed reactor milk to calves.

22 If you are a dairy farm

STEP 2STEP 2

In general, animal movements are not permitted 
until de-restriction (two clear tests). Limited animal 
movements may be facilitated with a permit issued by 
the RVO. These include movements direct to slaughter, 
to Controlled Finishing Units (CFU) and to Controlled 
Calf Rearing Unit (CCRU). Restricted herds that are in 
contract rearing arrangements may be permitted limited 
movements in exceptional circumstances; discuss this 
with your RVO. 

Your herd is now restricted

STEP 3STEP 3

This pack contains information about animal removal, 
cleaning and disinfection, and compensation. 
Additionally, this pack includes all the forms that  
need to be filled out in a timely manner for the  
process to proceed.  

You will receive a TB  
reactor pack from DAFM

STEP 4STEP 4



SupportCompensation  Biosecurity

Apply to take part in the 
TB Biosecurity (TASAH) 
programme. Your local TB 
TASAH trained vet and VI can 
provide practical biosecurity 
recommendations for your farm. 

Report badger activity and 
badger setts in the DAFM 
badger notification portal 
available in the Wildlife 
Programme section via
bovinetb.ie

Find information on identifying 
badger activity in the 
Wildlife Programme and 
Biosecurity Awareness and 
Communications section of  
bovinetb.ie

Up-to-date research such as  
TB statistics and reports can  
be found in the Publications,  
Reports and Statistics  
collection via bovinetb.ie

If you need support:

Your mental health – HSE 
information and support  
1800 111 888

Pieta – 24/7 crisis helpline  
1800 247 247  
or text HELP to 51444

The Samaritans – 24/7 helpline 
116 123

Contact your local GP or 
your nearest Emergency 
Department if you are 
concerned about yourself  
or a family member.

Compensation is subject to 
the completion of processes 
and submission of forms 
that feature in the reactor 
information pack.

Compensation ceilings and 
information about schemes  
and supplements can be  
found in the Financial Support 
for Farmers section of  
bovinetb.ie 

Access the online version of  
the forms through your  
myagfood.ie account
 
If you require further information 
about compensation and 
government schemes,  
contact your local RVO.

Further Information

This leaflet is an output from the COMMTB research project, involving Teagasc, Animal Health Ireland and 
DAFM in consultation with farmers, PVPs, policymakers and biosecurity experts. The COMMTB Project was 
funded by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine’s Competitive Research Funding Programme. 

This document is for information purposes only and is not a legal document. It should be read with the Compensation Booklet. Information is accurate as of 20/2/26.

Visit  
the website  

for more  
information on bTB


